SPECIAL MEETING, COLTON TOWN BOARD, May 17, 2023
COUNTY OF ST. LAWRENCE, STATE OF NEW YORK, COLTON, 13625
Present: Ronald Robert, Supervisor




Councilpersons: Kevin Beary

  Jennifer Cole, Town Clerk






   Stephen Knight

  DPW Superintendent Darren Richards




   Lisa Fisher

Others present: Jeff Tubolino – Town engineer and Shelley Rayner – Town bookkeeper

Supervisor R. Robert called this special meeting to order at 4:16pm with quorum present. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. This meeting was called to discuss Transfer Station improvements. The meeting was advertised in the Towns official paper – North Country Now on May 12th, 2023.

Mr. Tubolino gave the board a breakdown showing the budget and the actual cost overall for the transfer station. Total actual cost, minus what National Grid has yet to do, is $1.54million. 
Questions from the board on what National Grid has yet to do, grants, downsizing current design, budget, increase of taxes, cost per household and current failing equipment and infrastructure. DPW Superintendent D. Richards stated that the compactors are very old and outdated, currently there are rat tunnels underground causing issues. The workstation the DPW crew takes breaks in is very old.
Discussion on cost of average household pickup for garbage, recycling, energy reduction, and cost analysis. Average cost to have a company come to pick up household trash is approximately $70.00 bi-weekly. The cost of a home in the town of Colton valued at $200,000.00 would be approximately $17.00 monthly to use the transfer station. With the upgrades to the transfer station there will be a reduction in energy costs. 
Questions on the lawsuit with Erie Boulevard, fund balance, and taxes. The lawsuit with Erie Boulevard is still ongoing. The outcome is unpredictable at this point. The town’s fund balance fluctuates. It averages 1.8 – 2 million. For the last 5 years, there has been no increase in property taxes. 

With no further business to discuss, Mr. Beary made a motion to adjourn this meeting, seconded by Ms. Fisher. 
Ayes – 4

Noes – 0

Motion carried. Meeting closed at 5:33pm

Meeting minutes by Jennifer Cole, Colton Town Clerk

